In May 2015 we held a conference entitled 'Strata' at the University of Birmingham, seeking to explore how the cultural and ideological concerns of geology, archaeology and psychology were embedded within the fiction and non-fiction of the Victorian and Edwardian eras. Developing from the papers presented at this conference, this special issue constitutes the first academic study on the theme of 'strata' in this period of Anglophone literature that takes all three of these disciplines into consideration. These historical epochs encompass rapid developments in the fields of geology, archaeology and psychology: it was a period that saw landmarks in archaeological discovery, including the ancient city of Troy in 1868, Mycenae in 1876
and Knossos in 1878; scientists such as Bertram Boltwood revolutionised geology through radiometric dating; and pioneers -most notably Sigmund Freuddeveloped ground-breaking techniques to penetrate the unconscious. The boundaries separating these burgeoning disciplines, and especially their influences in literature, were far from distinct, as the physical strata of archaeology and geology were often likened to the unconscious mind, and vice versa. Resultantly, the period produced literature that dealt with all manners of depths: these strata -both literal and figurative -were explored, their treasures exposed, and their secrets made to impact upon the ways in which both the external world and the internal self were perceived.
Recent scholarly interest in these subjects is evidenced by publications such as Archaeology: Fictional and Factual Texts in 19th and Early 20th Century Britain (2015) . These scholarly works provide a rich backdrop of twenty-first-century literary criticism upon which the articles in this special issue build. This collection seeks to expand the scope of the above publications by recognising the intimate interrelatedness of archaeology, geology and psychology, bringing these fields into a fruitful triple-helix. Thus this volume strives to break new critical ground by drawing out the nuances and interplays between these disciplines and processes as they are represented in literature of the period,
showcasing the full range of excavation of both physical and psychological depths. sense of Victorian entitlement to the past. From the secrets of the unconscious through to the treasures of the ancient past, the essays that comprise this special issue seek to chart and interpret the cultural ripples that radiate outwards when these fragments come to light.
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